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April 23: About 300 police officers in Merida (500 km. southwest of Caracas) launched a sit-down
strike to protest low salaries. National Guard troops were dispatched to the area to substitute for
the striking police officers. Classes at the Universidad de los Andes were suspended to prevent
student demonstrations. Late Thursday strikers clashed with National Guard personnel. The
local media reported that the clash was marked by gunfire and tear gas. April 24: Police in Merida
continued on strike. Department governor Jesus Rondon said his government does not have the
funds to meet the officers' demands. Rondon issued a decree authorizing "reorganization" of
department police functions, which included dismissal of about 60 officers. National Guard and
army troops in Merida clashed with protesters engaged in setting fire to automobiles and looting
local businesses. April 25: About 30 police officers returned to their regular beats. Hundreds more
decided to continue the strike. April 26: Merida governor Rondon approved a new salary scale
for police officers, ranging from US$185 to US$315 per month. Strikers demanded a minimum US
$285 per month, a US$145 increase. Police officers in three neighboring departments opted to join
Merida colleagues in solidarity strikes. The Caracas Metropolitan Police announced plans for a sitdown strike for the following Monday. April 27: Merida police officers returned to work. April 29: In
Valencia, capital of Carabobo department, 2,000 police officers launched a strike. Strikers demanded
that the department government fulfill a pledge to raise police salaries issued several months ago.
Government officials reached agreement with police force representatives on a salary hike the same
day. The minimum monthly salary will be increased from US$140 to about US$210. [Basic data from
Spanish news service EFE, 04/24/92, 04/25/92; Prensa Latina (Cuba), 04/23/92, 04/29/92; Agence
France-Presse, 04/26/92, 04/29/92]
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